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Local author, Donna
Besel is included in
the anthology, Love
Me True: Writers
Reflect on the Ins,
Outs, Ups and
Downs of Marriage.
Launch of this book
is February 14th .

Lac du Bonnet Regional Library
For the entire month of February, each time you
visit the Library, you are entitled to enter one of
the nine book draws. The draw will be made on
Feb. 28th.
Enter Often! Good Luck!
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COME TRY OUT SNOW PAINTING AT THE SUNDIAL ON SUNDAY 10:30 – Noon!
Or at Lac du Bonnet Town Dock on Monday, 19th Noon – 4pm!
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WRAC Featured Artist of the
Month
Jim Niedermayer
For this month, the Winnipeg River Arts Council
highlights a previously featured artist, chainsaw carver
Jim Niedermayer. Born and raised in Powerview-Pine
Falls, he currently resides in Silver Falls.
Niedermayer learned how to carve on his own. His father, a talented knife-maker
and woodcarver, gave him a book on the subject and he worked at it for about six
months. But he already knew how to handle a chainsaw. For years, he harvested
wild rice from remote lakes. Any lumber he needed at his camp had to be made on
the spot so he learned how to rip logs into boards freehand.When he makes a
carving, he uses full safety gear: pants, glasses, ear protection, steel toe boots,
gloves, and respirator mask. Contrary to what some folks may feel when they pick
up a chainsaw, Niedermayer said, “It’s actually calming for me, making
something new out of a log, giving something a second chance, beyond the tree’s
life.”
During the past few years, he has earned a
growing profile in the chainsaw carving
community. His work is scattered across most
provinces, either from competing or being hired
to create a work of art out of a tree stump in
someone’s yard. He has even carved trees in a
city park.
Wherever he goes, he serves as a mentor for new chainsaw artists and enjoys
meeting carvers. He said, “They are like family. Even though we are competing, we
help each other.”
Niedermayer has done demonstrations at many schools and festivals. This February,
he will be appearing at the Festival du Voyageur in Winnipeg, alongside some of the
top cavers from across Canada. Over the past eight years, he has participated in
numerous competitions. One of the more memorable events was the Canadian
Chainsaw Competition, held in London, Ontario. He won a fifth place, out of twelve
of Canada’s top carvers.
His advice to anyone interested in getting into this kind of
art - “Do not quit. There will be times when you think you
reached your limits but just hang on and things get better.
Chainsaw carving has it all, sport, art, and entertainment.
The best thing is to go out and watch an event and you will
learn a lot.”
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We are pleased to announce that this year's OJCE will be
held March 1 - 29th at Warehouse Artworks Gallery in
Winnipeg's Exchange District. Diana Thorneycroft and
Keith Wood are the two jurors.
Note that all works submitted must be for sale, with artists
receiving 60% of any sale. The maximum width of art is 40".
There Are Two Ways To Apply - Mail or Online
Mail: Fill out the form on your computer and print it out or
fill it out by hand. Mail it with $40 cash or cheque to:
c/o OJCE Registrar
Forum Art Centre
120 Eugenie Street
Winnipeg, MB R2H 0X7
A confirmation email will be sent to you once we have
received your payment and entry form.
Online: Fill out form on your computer, or fill in by hand
and scan it back into your computer. Email the form
to ojce@manitobaartists.com and send payment through
our online
store: http://www.manitobaartists.com/product/ojce-2018/ A
confirmation email will be sent to you once we have
received your payment and entry form.
Deadline is February 22nd. You can find all the
information on OJCE 2018 on our
website: http://www.manitobaartists.com/ojce-2018/

For performing artists wanting to tour Manitoba, your best bet is to
apply to showcase for arts organizations at MB Showcase.
Applications are now open at iWantToShowcase.ca for performers
of all types, from music (traditional, contemporary, classical, jazz,
hip hop etc.), dance, theatre, and variety acts. Manitoba
Showcase 2018 will be held October 25th-28th in Portage la
Prairie, MB and will feature 15 - 20 performing artists.
Artists are selected by a jury to perform in three live showcases at
the William Glesby Centre, for an audience of arts organizations
(presenters) seeking to book acts to tour to their communities in
2019/20. Following the conference, Manitoba Arts Network will
coordinate block booked tours of the showcasing artists
throughout the province based on interest generated by arts orgs
who attended MB Showcase.
Besides being an opportunity to showcase, the conference also
features seminars, workshops, one on one meetings, an artist
tradeshow exhibit room and networking events, all focused
towards connecting artists, agents, industry professionals, and
arts presenters.
Manitoba Arts Network is the only organization that showcases
and coordinates tours in Manitoba, generating $120,000 $180,000 in artist fees throughout the year. Showcasing artists
can receive up to four years of on-going bookings based on their
performance at MB Showcase.

iwanttoshowcase.ca/manitoba-showcase-2018/
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